FOUNDATION PROYECTO ECOLOGICO CHIRIBOGA

1. Volunteering in the Galapagos Islands (2-12 weeks)
2. Placement education activities in the fourth regions (minimum 6 months)
3. Volunteering in the Indian reserves (3-8 weeks)
4. Rescue center (4-8 weeks)
5. Street Children Projects (min. 6 months)
6. Special needs school placement (min 3 months)
7. Helping in a Nursery (min. 3 months)
1. VOLUNTEERING IN THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
Theme: Environmental, educational and hypo therapy with special children.
Location: San Cristobal Island, Galapagos Islands, Ecuador.
Work starts: The educational part of the project takes part from April to January and the rest of the project, ongoing.
Application: Send your application with 2 months in advance.
Period: Minimum 2 weeks up to 3 months.
Vacancies: 3	Languages: Basic Spanish
Description of the project: We offer volunteer programs on the island of San Cristóbal, Galápagos. We have projects available in the following categories: environmental, community work and 'hypo-therapy', which uses the therapeutic movement of horses to treat numerous conditions. Our project is situated on the upper part of the island, and we rely on co-operation between with various organizations.
Our mission is to provide alternative activities and projects which promote participation with the native communities on the island. Our vision is to create sustainable projects with civic participation to create more opportunities to enjoy the tranquility which exists in the upper part of the island, as much for the volunteers and tourists as the population of San Cristóbal.
We have a house and 50 hectares of land which are used for the project. We have a nursery which is used for the reforestation project, and also use eight horses for the practice of 'hypo-therapy'. Furthermore, we work in co-operation with families in the communities on projects involving the control and monitoring of harmful plants, as well as cultural exchange. Additionally, we work in co-operation with  other organizations and volunteers who execute following tasks: 
1. Inter-cultural interaction with children and teaching of Basic English 
2. Technical support in the reforestation project 
3. To provide hypo therapy workshops for children with special needs and to provide fruit for the canteen.
· Environmental Part
This project is aimed at reforestation, and is assisted by technical support of the Parque Nacional Galapagos Scientific Station. Its main impact is to reduce the damage caused by the introduction of new species of plants on the island of San Cristobal, restoring the native forests in the area of La Soledad and the Port of Baquerizo Moreno. 
The volunteers work in the area controlling and eliminating the new plants, in order to allow the planting of native trees in the future. They also look after the plants in the nursery.One day a week a scientist of the Parque Nacional Galapagos comes to supervise and to give a talk about the importance of this project. The personnel also assign projects on short notice and provide follow up guidance. 
· Community and Education Project Part 
The volunteers work together with the families in monitoring plants introduced in the area, and encourage people to plant local vegetation in their garden rather than the newly introduced plants which are damaging the local environment, and in particular demonstrating that local plants can be very effective in decorating gardens. Furthermore, the volunteers help to collect fruit from the estate to take to the canteen at INNFA. This allows volunteers to get to know the poorer children in the community. They also sow local plants with the children, and are in charge of encouraging children to care for the environment. 
In the school, the volunteers help in the teaching of English. In classes with special needs children, they are especially involved in conducting lessons of the language in question. As a way of teaching the children to care for the environment and of interacting with them, the volunteers will take guided walks with students in the area to demonstrate the environmental projects and use the fresh air to give more dynamic lessons. 
· Hypo Therapy Part
Volunteers will work with children with special needs, look after horses, construct their own project with special needs children, and assist with the logistics of bringing the children from INNFA in the port to the estate. It could be better if the volunteers have some knowledge in this area. Timetable of work: The three activities will take part during the week according to needs of each project according to the following schedule: 
From Monday to Friday from 09 to 12  and from 15 to 17. 
Minimum time for volunteering is 4 weeks, with the possibility to extend it to a MTV (12 weeks).
Insurance: to be organized by the volunteer.
Visa: Required for the volunteers in excess of 3 months stay.
Fee: The fee is 470 US dollars, paid in Quito before travel to the Island.
Fee includes: 4 weeks of accommodation in the project's house. When there are groups of more than 10 volunteers project, volunteers will be placed in family homes in the port. Our services rely on help in all areas relating to the needs of the volunteers. 
The price also includes: 
1) A tour on horseback for a day 
2) A day of surfing lessons 
3) 10% discount in the 'Dive & Surf Club' shop 
4) A certificate signed by the manager and the director of the Instituto Nacional Galápagos.
Fee does not include: Food, flights, any kind of transport, tours, taxes, bottled water, extra drinks, phone calls, Internet.
What to bring: It is recommended that you bring comfortable clothes for work, sun block, insect repellent, shorts, waterproofs, several jumpers, a towel and a swimming costume. 
For the education projects, casual clothes will be needed. 
Note: The volunteers will buy their supplies and are responsible to clean the house.

2. Placement education activities in the fourth regions
Theme: Teaching English and other subjects in schools.
Location: Several Places of Ecuador
Work starts: In the Highlands from September to June: Quito, Cayambe. 
In the Coast from April to January: Jipijapa, Esmeraldas,  Santo Domingo de los Colorados. 
 In the Amazon from September to June: Puyo and Tena
Application: Send your application with 2 months in advance.
Period: Minimum 6 months. We may consider accepting shorter stays (for example 12 weeks).
Vacancies: 7         Languages: Basic Spanish
Description of the project:
The volunteers will teach English or other subjects like computers and environment in local schools. They will elaborate tests and exams. Make a goals report of the children to the Principal of the school. Teach the importance of recycling to create environmentally concerned minds. Assist in any kind of task at the school of children with special needs. Teach how to elaborate items with recycle paper. Write a report of what the volunteer has taught in order to transmit this information to their successor volunteer. Write a weekly report to the School’s Principal, following the same schedule as the rest of the teachers.
The volunteer will assist the teachers taking care of the school’s equipment; it means no let the students to use the computers with no supervision. 
The volunteers will discipline the students during her/his class, if any problem arises; they are required to inform the Principal and the Foundation’s Coordinator. To execute environmental practices with students, making recycle and cultivations is possible just if the schools have areas to be used for this purpose. 
MTV’s and LTV’s must attend to an evaluation Seminar that will be held at Foundation Chiriboga offices located in Quito (one or two days). 
The volunteers who will teach in schools in other cities and towns apart from Quito will be hosted in the house of middle class families.

Placement fee: 320, 00 Euros/ or its equivalent in dollars, paid maximum in the third day of your arrival.
Fee includes: Four weeks lodging, breakfast, lunch, dinner and administrative assistance in the foundation offices. 
Fee does not include: all types of transportation, bottled water, extra food, extra beverages, phone calls, internet, Spanish lessons and laundry. 
Insurance: to be organized by the volunteer. 
Visa: Required for the volunteers in excess of 3 months stay
Placement education guidelines 
Our Programs/Projects are alcohol and drug free.  Smoking or the use of improper language in front of the children is not allowed.
The volunteer must follow a dress code. No flip-flops; short pants or T-shirts with improper propaganda; the volunteer must attend to the school nicely groomed. The volunteers may leave earlier than the normal hour with the permission of the Principal.
The volunteers, who are teaching any subject, cannot take time off (or extended weekends), unless there is holiday observed by the Department of Education.

3. VOLUNTEERING IN THE INDIAN RESERVES 
Theme: Environmental work in the project and educational assistance in the local Indian school.
Location: Macuma Province of Morona Santiago, Ecuador.
Work starts: The educational part of the project takes part from September to June,  the rest of the project, is just ecological work
Application: Send your application with 1 month in advance.
Period: Minimum 3 weeks up to 8 weeks. 
Vacancies: 2
Languages:  Spanish lessons are available for low prices
Description of the project: 
In the Amazon there are communities and ecological reserves which are protected by the natives where volunteers can help with reforestation, agriculture, environmental protection and community tasks. This program is dedicated to true nature lovers who want to experience an eco- adventure and who would be willing to adapt to the modest accommodation offered by these communities. 
The volunteers will be staying at the native’s chozas (houses), its infrastructure is very simple; there are latrines near the houses. The kitchen is very simple, three pieces of wood and a pot hanging from a piece of branch which is supported by a rope, is all they need to cook, they don't have stoves.
Our destination is located in the Amazon near to one of the Shuar communities. This is a very beautiful natural area, an ideal placement for volunteers who can adapt to live with very limited comfort.
Access to water, showers, electricity or telecommunications may be unavailable. Volunteers can enjoy swimming in the nearby river. The inhabitants collect rain water, to prepare their food.  Their basic diet includes papayas, bananas, and bitter cane, cooked by the locals with leaves, noodles, tuna fish, and a special kind of fried bread made with flour. 
The volunteers have the opportunity to learn about jungle thanks of the “Jungle school” here they learn how to catch birds or any kind of animal of the Forrest, fishing, travel by canoe, jungle food, night walks through the jungle, Medicinal plants cultivations.
When there is the opportunity the volunteers can help in the communities or in the Indian Reserves, in the constructions of houses, cleaning of pads, in the construction of latrines, making a development project in benefit of the community.
There is not current water but we collect fresh water from a spring up water in the project, no communications no internet, but you can accede this service traveling two hours by bus to Macas, (the project is trying to get a radio for communication with Quito).
Placement Fee: 400, 00 Euros or 480, 00 US dollars
Fee includes:  Four weeks of lodging, breakfast lunch, dinner and administrative support at the Foundation’s office.
Placement Fee does not include: Any kind of transportation, bottled water, extra food and extra beverages, phone calls, internet access and laundry.
Knowledge of Spanish language is necessary to communicate with the natives because although the community native language is Kichwa, Shuar, and Ashuar, they also understand Spanish. 
Insurance: to be organized by the volunteer  .
4. RESCUE CENTER 
Theme: Environmental and ecological work, taking care of animals. 
Location: Province of Napo – Amazon region, Ecuador.
Work starts:  All year around, except the last 15 days of the year
Application: Send your application with 2 months in advance.
Period: Minimum 4 weeks up to 8 weeks. Vacancies: 3
Languages: Basic Spanish and foreigner languages 
Description of the project:
This program is located in the Amazon; its main objective is to protect the wild life of the region, taking care of the rescued animals which lived in captivity and semi-captivity until it is time for their re-introduction to their natural habitat, but many times there is not chance to be reintegrated due to health problems or because the animals lived so long captives.  Many of the animals at the Rescue Center were victims of illegal traffic or were abandoned by their owners or lived like pets; these are confiscated by the Police by the order of the Environment’s Department. 
The activities of the volunteers start very early, with the preparation of the food which be delivered to the animals by the volunteers or by the staff of the Center. The volunteers are responsible of feeding the animals, to clean their cages, to clean the pads, to built new cages, to assist the veterinary in the cures of the ill animals. Work is manually. 
The volunteers learn about the Amazonian animal’s life, and about other animals from other habitats that were recuperated by the Environmental Police, after a week the volunteers are able to become guides of the Rescue Centre, helping to the centre, incrementing the economic resources for food, medicines and maintenance of the center. 
This program is ideal for those who want to have an experience with animals, and who want to support in benefit of the Ecuadorian Fauna which the majority of them are in danger extinction; the experience gives rich environmental knowledge which gives the volunteers and locals the opportunity to value which still exist in the planet. 
This program offers lodging in a house only for volunteers with a kitchen, dining room, living room, and a phone cabin to receive calls, lodging is in single, double and triple bedrooms, breakfast and lunch, are included but dinner is not. Volunteers are welcome to prepare their own dinner; the Foundation Chiriboga provides a box with some groceries, marmalade, eggs, butter, cookies, noodles, spaghetti, tuna fish, cocoa and some spices. 
Minimum time for volunteering is 4 weeks, up to 12 weeks.
Vaccinations	
You should be up to date on all your regular vaccinations (tetanus, diphtheria, polio, hepatitis). Rabies is endemic in this part of Ecuador, and since you will be working with wild animals, a rabies vaccine is recommended. Please ask your doctor for more specific information.
Placement Fee: 400, 00 Euros or 480, 00 US dollars
Fee includes:  Four weeks of lodging, breakfast lunch, dinner and administrative support at the Foundation’s office.
Fee does not include: Any kind of transportation, bottled water, extra food and extra beverages, phone calls and internet access.
Insurance: to be organized by the volunteer Pocket money: none.

5. Project: Street Children Projects
Theme:  Work with children and teenagers of the streets
Location: Quito, Three places in Quito, (historic center, south and north of the capital city).
Work period: From September to June.
Application: Send your application with 2 months in advance.
Period: Minimum 6 months up to a scholar period.
Vacancies: 5
Languages: Basic Spanish
Description of the project: Located in Colonial Quito, these wonderful project benefits low income children who work in the streets, and children and adolescents whose parents cannot give them total attention in their homes. 
The project helps children providing a safe place where the children can do homework, watch TV, play table soccer, and to have lunch. Children and adolescents in age of risk are assisted by the staff of the program and volunteers; they are also assisted by a psychologist provided by the program.
In this project, the volunteer has the opportunity to look for the children in the streets with the “Educator”, making their work directly in the streets, visiting the families to know why the children abandoned their homes, why the parents can not protect their children. 
The program has several centers where the children can play, to make their homework; volunteers assist to these centers, helping the children, the staff of the center.
In this program the volunteers are responsible to assist the children with their homework, and to make recreation activities, to visit other centers in other provinces with the children.
Volunteering is from Monday to Friday, weekends are free to know the country, to rest, or just to clean their clothes or their room. 
Accommodation and food is provided at the Foundation’s house in Quito or in family host.
Language: Spanish lessons are available with low prices. 

Placement fee; 320,00 Euros or its equivalent in dollars paid maximum in the third day of your arrival.
Fee includes: 4 weeks lodging, breakfast lunch (at the program), dinner and assistance in the foundation house.
Fee does not include: Any kind of transportation, bottled water, extra food and extra beverages, phone calls, internet and laundry. 
Insurance: to be organized by the volunteer 
6. SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOOL PLACEMENT
Theme:  Assistance in a School for children with disabilities.
Location: south of Quito, Ecuador.
Work period: From September to June.
Application: Send your application with 2 months in advance.
Period: Minimum 3 months
Vacancies: 2
Languages:  Basic Spanish

Description of the project: Located in the south of Quito, this school for mentally challenged children offers programs to prepare them for their future and how to become independent individuals.  Work consists in assisting the teachers taking care of the children, to play and teach them new games, the volunteers also will help the children in the lunch time, helping them to learn how eat by themselves. 
Volunteers will work from Monday to Friday from 08:00 am to 13:00pm, afternoons free and weekends off. 
Accommodation.- with a family host.
Placement fee: 320, 00 Euros/ or its equivalent in dollars, paid maximum in the third day of your arrival
Insurance: to be organized by the volunteer       
7. Helping in a Nursery
Theme: Work with children and teenagers.
Location: Quito, Southeast, Ecuador.
Work starts: From September to June.
Application: Send your application with 2 months in advance.
Period: Minimum 3 months. We may consider accepting shorter stays (for example 8 weeks).
Vacancies: 4                   Languages: Basic Spanish
Description of the project: The Daycare centre is located in the southeast of Quito, children whose mothers work on the streets, or are domestic servants are admitted in this project.  Children from 1 to 12 years old are assisted in this site, volunteers can participate as teachers’ aid teaching the children to write their first letters, to learn the colors, numbers in Spanish Language, to draw, to paint,  to play and to sing.
Volunteering is from Monday to Friday from 08 to 16, weekends off. 
Accommodation and food: Provided at the Foundation’s house in Quito or in family hosts.
Language: Spanish lessons are available with low prices. 

Placement fee: 320, 00 Euros/ or its equivalent in dollars, paid maximum in the third day of your arrival.
Fee includes: Four weeks lodging, breakfast, lunch (in the program), dinner and administrative assistance in the foundation offices. 
Fee does not include: all types of transportation, bottled water, extra food, extra beverages, phone calls, internet, Spanish lessons and laundry. 
Insurance: to be organized by the volunteer. 
Placement education guidelines 
Our Programs/Projects are alcohol and drug free.  Smoking or the use of improper language in front of the children is not allowed.
The volunteer must follow a dress code. No flip-flops; short pants or T-shirts with improper propaganda; the volunteer must attend to the school nicely groomed.
The volunteers may leave earlier than the normal hour with the permission of the Principal.
The volunteers, who are teaching any subject, cannot take time off (or extended weekends), unless there is holiday observed by the Department of Education.



